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2018 Platform 

- An economy that works for everyone: 

Despite the progress that Hamilton County has made in coming back from the Great Recession, 

we face a set of core challenges to building an economy that works for every- including a local 

political system that is doing too little to help local working people; an economic system that 

encourages too many corporations to favor short-term profits over long-term investments, and 

outdated workplace policies that aren’t meeting the needs of local modern families   

 Warren will fight to pass a plan in his first 100 days in office to invest in 

infrastructure, manufacturing, technology, clean energy, and small businesses. He 

will strengthen local trade enforcement, and he will make Hamilton County the clean 

energy superpower of Tennessee. 

 Warren will make it possible for parents to succeed at work and at home by updating 

outdated laws so they match how families work today. He will fight for equal pay and 

guarantee paid leave, two changed that are long overdue. And he will fight for relief 

from the rising cost of necessities like child care and housing.  

 

- Workforce skills and job training 

We need to be able to get ahead and stay ahead- that means putting the next generation of well-

paying jobs within reach for everyone who is willing to work hard. Warren Mackey believes that 

every person in Hamilton County- especially the 4
th

 District- should be able to learn the skills 

they need to get hired, seize new opportunities at work, get promoted, and contribute in a 21
st
 

century workforce. 

 For workers and job-seekers, this means providing more robust, coherent, and 

accessible training programs and resources that are up to date for 21
st
 century 

technology and that lead to good jobs and lifelong skills and credentials. 

 For training providers, Warren will work to ensure that good programs that provide 

high-quality training are given the support they need to scale up and respond to the 

needs of the local workforce and employers- while insisting on accountability, 

transparency, and results.  

 For government- Warren will work to make sure all local workforce development 

resources are used to bring together workers, unions, employers, and training 

providers at every level, in order to prepare workers for good jobs. 



 For employers, this plan encourages business to invest in their workers for the long 

term through training, and apprenticeships. Warren’s plan would put forward a local 

tax credit for businesses of $1,500 per apprentice and would insist on accountability 

for employment and earnings outcomes for programs receiving the credit. His plan 

would also grant a bonus on the tax credit to businesses for providing opportunities 

specifically for young people.  

 

- Jobs and wages 

Warren Mackey will make it a central priority to make sure every person in the 4
th

 District can 

find a good-paying job, with rising incomes across the board. In order to create jobs today and 

help businesses create them in the future, Warren will fight for the largest investment in good-

paying jobs.  

 Warren will support Hamilton County in becoming the clean energy superpower of 

Tennessee. He will seek to obtain a half a million solar panels installed by the end of 

his term and enough clean, renewable energy to power every home in Hamilton 

County within in 10 years of him taking office. 

 Strengthen Hamilton County manufacturing with a 100 million dollar invest plan 

named “Make it in Hamilton County” plan. 

 Cut red tape, provide tax relief and expand access to capital so small businesses can 

grow, hire, and thrive.  

 Ensure that the jobs of the future in caregiving and services are good paying jobs.  

 Commit to a full-employment, full-potential local economy and break down barriers 

so that growth, jobs, and prosperity are shared in every community especially the 4
th

 

district of Hamilton County.  

 

- Manufacturing 

Manufacturing is a vital source of good-paying jobs in our local economy, and making things in 

Hamilton County is critical to innovation and our prosperity. We have to support manufacturers 

and workers so we can compete and win in the global economy. 

 Strengthen local manufacturing and production through a 100 million investment in 

“Make it Hamilton County” partnerships that bring together workers and labor, 

business, local universities, community colleges, and our local governments at every 

level to harness the strength of manufacturing across Hamilton County.  

 Revitalize manufacturing communities creating tax incentives to encourage 

investment in the 4
th

 District which has faced a significant manufacturing job loss. 



 

- Small business 

Small businesses all over Hamilton County are ready to grow and hire, and entrepreneurs are 

ready to venture out on their own only if they can just get that next loan from a local bank, enter 

a new market, or have fewer forms to fill out.  

 We need to help small businesses- including women- and minority –owned small 

businesses- find the financing they need to build, grow, and hire. Warren will work to 

boost small-businesses by creating local programs to assist small businesses in 

gaining access to loans from local community banks and credit unions.  

 It shouldn’t take longer to start a small business in Hamilton County than it does 

anywhere in the state of Tennessee. Warren will offer the local government a program 

that creates the incentive to cut red tape and streamline unnecessary licensing to make 

it less costly to start a local small business. 

 Warren will work to provide funding for incubators, mentoring, and training to 2,500 

local entrepreneurs and small-business owners in the 4
th

 District of Hamilton County. 

 Warren will push for County agencies to make County government more user-

friendly, guaranteeing a 24-hour response time to small businesses with questions 

about local county regulations and access to capital programs.  

 

- Poverty 

Nearly 40 percent of the 4
th

 District will experience a year in poverty at some point during their 

lives. Communities of color face disproportionate economic challenges and barriers to 

opportunity. Warren will fight for a local economy that works for everyone, not just those at the 

top- ensuring that those who work hard do not have to live or raise their kids in poverty. 

 Warren will fight to make major new investments in infrastructure, manufacturing, 

clean energy, small business, and more. He will introduce a job package that will 

include a 10 million dollar investment in youth employment programs, reentry 

support for the formerly incarcerated, and entrepreneurship and small-business 

growth in the underserved communities in Hamilton County including the 4
th

 district.  

 Warren will fight for tax incentives to increase the supply of affordable housing in 

particularity at rick populations like veterans and LGBT youth.  

 Warren will fight for the local county government to use resources and flexibility to 

make scalable investments needed to rehabilitate the 4
th

 District which has been left 

out and left behind. And he will couple that support with investments in the 

transportation, schools, and green spaces, and other assets families need to break the 

cycle of poverty. 



 The burdens of air pollution, water pollution, and toxic hazards are borne 

disproportionately by low- income communities and communities of color such as the 

4
th

 District. Warren will set bold local goals to eliminate lead poisoning within five 

years, protect public health and safety by modernizing drinking and wastewater 

systems, clean up the toxic sites in the 4
th

 District, and expand solar and energy 

efficiency solutions in the 4
th

 District.  

 Warren believes that education is the ultimate pathway to opportunity. He will work 

to make Early Childhood Education a County Priority. He will fight to invest in K-12 

education to modernize Hamilton County Public schools. 

 Warren will model his anti-poverty strategy on Congressman Jim Clyburn’s 10-20-30 

plan, in which 10 percent of local resources are committed to communities where at 

least 20 percent of the population has been living below the poverty line for 30 years 

or more. 

 

- LGBT rights and equality 

Thanks to the hard work of generations of LGBT advocates and activists who fought to make it 

possible, our country won a landmark victory in June 2015 when the Supreme Court recognized 

that in America, LGBT couples- like everyone else- have the right to marry the person they love.  

We’ve come so far, but we still have work to do. 

 Warren will work with the state legislature to pass the Equality Act, support efforts 

underway in the state and County to protect people from discrimination on the basis 

of gender identity and sexual orientation in every aspect of public life. 

 Warren will promote LGBT human rights and ensure that Hamilton County policy is 

a policy of inclusiveness for all people.  

 

- K-12 Education 

Warren Mackey believes that every child, no matter his or her background, should be guaranteed 

a high-quality education. That’s why he has been working to improve and support our public 

school for decades, but our work isn’t done. Warren will work to ensure that every child can 

fulfill his or her God-given potential. 

 Hamilton County is asking more of our educators than ever before. They are 

preparing our kids for a competitive economy, staying on top of new pedagogies, and 

filling gaps that we as a County have neglected—like giving low-income kids, 

English-language learners, and kids with disabilities the support they need to thrive. 

We ask so much of our educators, but we aren’t setting them up for success. That’s 

why Warren Mackey will launch a County wide campaign to elevate and modernize 



the teaching profession, by preparing, supporting, and paying every child’s teacher as 

if the future of our County is in their hands—because it is.  

 Schools should be safe places for students to learn and grow. but in too my of our 

local schools student discipline is overly harsh—and these harsh measures 

disproportionately affect African American students and those with the greatest 

economic, social, and academic needs. Warren will fight to dismantle the school-to 

prison pipeline by fight for 50 million dollars in support for schools to reform overly 

punitive disciplinary policies, create more educational equity, and implement social 

and emotional support interventions. 

 

- Gun Violence Prevention 

Too many families in Hamilton County have suffered---and continue to suffer—from gun 

violence. It’s the leading cause of death among young African American men—The 4
th

 District 

cannot go on like this. 

 Warren Mackey is willing to take on the gun lobby by joining those in the state 

legislature who are removing the industry’s sweeping legal protection for illegal and 

irresponsible actions (which makes it almost impossible for people to hold them 

accountable), and revoking local licenses from dealers who break the law.  

 Keep guns out of the hands of domestic abusers, other violent criminals and the 

severely mentally ill by supporting laws that stop domestic abusers from buying and 

owning guns, lobbying to make it a state crime for someone to intentionally buy a gun 

for a person prohibited from owning one, and closing state loopholes that allow 

people suffering from severe mental illness to purchase and own guns.  

 

- Criminal Justice Reform 

African American men are far more likely to be stopped and searched by police, charged with 

crimes, and sentenced to longer prison terms than white men found guilty of the same offenses. 

To successfully reform our local criminal justice system, we must work to strengthen the bonds 

of trust between our local communities and our police, end the era of local mass incarceration, 

and ensure a successful transition of individuals from prison to home. 

 Bringing law enforcement and communities together to develop county guidelines on 

the use of force by police officers, making it clear when deadly force is warranted and 

when it isn’t and emphasizing proven methods for de-escalating situations.  

 Acknowledging that implicit bias still exist across society—even in the best sheriff 

departments—and we must tackle it together. Warren will commit $2 million in his 



first budget proposal to find and fund the best training force, de-escalation, 

community policing and problem solving, alternatives to incarceration, crisis 

intervention, and officer safety and wellness.   

 Promoting oversight and accountability in use of controlled equipment, including by 

limiting the transfer of military equipment to our sheriff department , by deferring the 

one- year use requirement, and requiring transparency from our local sheriff 

department that purchase equipment using county funds.  

 

- End the era of mass incarceration 

Today in America, more than one out of every 100 adults is behind bars. This mass incarceration 

epidemic has an explicit racial bias, as one in three black men can expect to go to prison in their 

lifetime. A significant number of those who are locally incarcerated are from the 4
th

 District and 

or held for low- level, nonviolent offenses. We must end the era of mass incarceration by 

 Cutting mandatory minimum sentences for nonviolent drug offenses in half 

 Allowing current nonviolent prisoners to seek fairer sentences. 

 Focusing local enforcement resources on violent crime, not simple marijuana 

possession. Marijuana arrests, including for simple possession, account for a large 

number of drug arrests. Significant radical disparities exist in marijuana enforcement-

--black men are significantly more likely to be arrested for marijuana possession than 

their white counterparts, despite the fact that their usage rates are similar.  

 


